MAX/PDF

MAX/PDF basically enhances ISPF/PDF adding functionality and making it more efficient. It works mostly in the area of Browse and Edit; options 1 & 2 of ISPF/PDF. There are two ways of installing MAX/PDF.

In one method MAX actually replaces ISPF options 1 & 2 so that whenever a user selects ISPF Browse or Edit they are actually transferred into MAX/PDF. This makes sense because in a way MAX actually wraps itself around ISPF Browse and Edit and provides more functionality. It would also be logical to assume that if you bought such a product you would want it to be always used; providing the efficiency for which you paid. If this method is selected then additional options can be put on the primary menu to access regular ISPF Browse and Edit. Options E for Edit and V for Browse are suggested.

The second method is to have MAX/PDF’s Browse and Edit functions on the primary menu as options E for Edit and V for Browse and leave ISPF 1 and 2 options as they are. 

We have selected to initially use the second method so as not to shock users by presenting screens with which they are unfamiliar. As users become more familiar with MAX/PDF on a voluntary basis we will probably switch to the first method where selecting ISPF options 1 & 2 take the user directly into MAX/PDF.

Regardless of how the Browse and Edit functions are installed there will always be an Option “M” associated with MAX/PDF. Option M whose menu appears below (figure 1.), has mostly to do with the creation, maintenance and accessing of Data set Name Lists (DSNL’s). The best way to describe a DSNL is to say it’s a list of data set names similar to that which you would summon up under ISPF option 3.4. The difference being that a MAX DSNL is not limited to data set names matching a partially qualified name. You can put any DSN you want on a DSNL. These lists are stored permanently on disk. The next time you wish to use a particular DSNL you need only supply its name. A user can create any number of DSNL’s and add or delete entries at anytime. Typically you would group data sets relating to a certain project or task you routinely perform together on a DSNL.

Select one of the following. Then press enter.                      

_   0. Options Profile                  5.  Project - Create DSNL     

     1. List Data set names          6.  Project - Delete DSNL     

     2. List Volume names           7.  Project - Rename DSNL     

     3. List Unit names                 8.  Project - List all DSNLs  

     4. Project - Open DSNL       9.  Report Volume             

                                      10. Report Unit name          

Specify desired level of information below.                         

   DSNAME LEVEL  ===>                                               

   VOLUME SERIAL ===>                                               

   UNIT NAME     ===>                                               

   PROJECT NAME  ===> BASIC                                         

Figure 1.

MAX needs a place to store DSNL’s for each user and option 0 on the above menu is where you name the data set to be used. You could store DSNL’s  in your ISPF profile however it is better to allocate a separate data set. If you were to use your ISPF profile then option 8, “List DSNL’S” would list all the members in your profile even those that were not DSNL’s. We suggest creating a PDS with the same attributes as your CNTL libraries; a FB PDS which is some multiple of 80. Specify 2 to 5 tracks and name it $iii.aaa.DSNL. Where iii is your user id and aaa is your agency code.

You should place this dataset name on the 1st line of the Option 0 panel opposite Project DSN.  You should not need to change anything else on this panel.

Options 4,5,6,7 and 8 all have to do with creating and maintaining the user created DSNL’s. Option 5 creates a new DSNL. Before selecting option 5 put a DSNL name opposite PROJECT NAME in the bottom portion of the screen. DSNL names are from 1 to 8 characters in length. Exercising option 5, “Create DSNL” bring up a screen which provides three methods for selecting DSN’s to put on the new DSNL. To access a DSNL after it is created place its name in the PROJECT NAME field and select Option 4, “Open DSNL”. A sample DSNL is shown below in Figure 2. The name of this DSNL is at the top, BASIC. Notice that there is no particular rhyme or reason to the DSN’s. They are in the order dictated by the user and they can moved around and new names added or deleted at anytime using the commands at the top of the DSNL screen. 

Notice that there is a number in front of each DSN in the list. Using this number you can select that DSN. For instance if “5” was entered on the command line the Member Selection List(MSL) for the dataset $EJS.PCCMAX.CNTL would be presented so that you could work with that dataset. Upon finishing with that dataset the user is returned to the DSNL where they can select another dataset with which to work. Being able to select any dataset by number from the command line eliminates much cursor movement. 

DSNL=BASIC    - CREATED=1998/02/24 UPDT'D=1998/05/22 $EJS    ROW 1 TO 18 OF 24

 COMMAND ===>                                                  SCROLL ===> PAGE

 B -rowse data set   E -dit data set     Y -Data set Utility   X -MAX Data/Util

 S -elect entry          D -elete entry      I -nsert entry           C -opy entry    

 A -dd after             U -pdate entry    R -epeat entry          M -ove entry    

         ---------------------- DATASETS/COMMANDS --------------------- 

 _     1 $EJS.PCC.CNTL                                                      

 _     2 $EJS.PCC.CNTL(PHONES)                                         

 _     3 $EJS.PCC.CNTL2                                                

 _     4 $EJS.PCCOFM.CNTL                                              

 _     5 $EJS.PCCMAX.CNTL                                              

 _     6 $EJS.PCCSMF.CNTL                                               

 _     7 PCC.MAXOUT.DATA.COPY                                          

 _     8 PCC.EJS.SNAP1                                                  

 _     9 PCC.TMS.INVLOG                                                

 _    10 $EJS.EJSV5.ASM                        

 _    11 PCC.EJS.PGMS.ASM                                              

 _    12 PCC.EJS.PGMS.LOAD                                             

 _    13 PCC.CAI.CAISRC                                                 

 _    14 PCC.TSO.SYSEXEC                                               

 _    15 PCC.TSO.SYSPROC                                                

 _    16 PCC.TSO.SYSTEMS.SYSPROC                                       

 _    17 PCC.USRPROC                                                   

 _    18 SYS1.PROCLIB                                                   

                                                                  Figure 2.

In addition to having the datasets that appear in a DSNL available, the LISTC command can be issued from the command line of the DSNL panel.  When you issue the LISTC command a sub panel is presented for you to supply a partially qualified DSN just as you would for ISPF 3.4.  MAX will then present a list of datasets that match your criteria. This list also will be numbered and you can make selections from it from the command line. When you finish with this list you are returned to the DSNL that you were working upon.  Remember, the LISTC command is only valid when the current panel is showing the contents of one of your DSNL’s. 

Option 4 “Open DSNL” is the default option on the MAX primary panel (figure 1) and so long as a DSNL name is present in the PROJECT NAME field pressing enter with no option selected will result in the DSNL named in the PROJECT NAME field being opened. This field is preserved and will always contain the name of the DSNL last used.  A typical scenario in using MAX would be to select M from the ISPF prime menu and press enter causing the DSNL you normally work with to appear. 

Option 1 “List Data Set Names” works very much like ISPF option 3.4 but provides a little more information. Like ISPF 3.4 you supply a partially qualified DSN and receive back a list of matching DSN’s. Like 3.4 if you supply a volume serial number along with the partially qualified DSN the DSN’s returned are limited to matches found on that volume. Like 3.4 if you supply only a volume serial number a list of all datasets on the volume are returned. PF keys 7 & 8 (right & left) are used to access additional information about the datasets listed.

1 - Browse data set (default)             3 - Data set Utility             

 2 - Edit data set                                  4 - MAX Data/Util                

 Library:                                                                   

    PROJECT ===> $EJS                                                       

    GROUP   ===> PCC       ===>           ===>           ===>               

    TYPE    ===> CNTL                                                       

    MEMBER  ===>                (Blank or pattern for Member Selection List)

 Partitioned, sequential data set, or VSAM cluster:                         

    DATA SET NAME ===>                                                      

    VOLUME SERIAL ===>          (If not cataloged)                          

 PROFILE NAME     ===>                                                      

 INITIAL MACRO    ===>          LMF LOCK ===>       (YES, NO, or NEVER)     

         (c) Copyright MAX SOFTWARE LLC 1995, 1996. All rights reserved.    

Figure 3.

Working from a DSNL will place you into MAX Browse or Edit as you select datasets from a list however you can enter MAX Browse or Edit for a single dataset by selecting option V or E from the ISPF prime menu. The screens presented by options V and E are the same except for the word “default” which will appear after Browse or Edit (see Figure 3. ) depending on which option was selected. The panel looks very much like ISPF options 1 & 2 panels except for the additional selections shown at the top of the panel. 

This panel works the same as its ISPF counterpart. However if you put the name of a VSAM dataset in the panel you will be automatically transferred to Option “U” MAX DATA/UTIL since VSAM datasets cannot be handled by MAX/PDF.

Figure 4 below shows a MAX Member Selection List(MSL). It is very much like an ISPF MSL for Browse or Edit except for the additional commands at the top of the screen. Of these additional commands the must interesting is the “find” command. When issued, the find 

MSL $EJS.PCC.CNTL                                               ROW 6 FROM 506

 COMMAND ===>                                                  SCROLL ===> HALF

 B - rowse        F - ind          C - opy          D - elete          P - rint

 E - dit             V - iew         M - ove          R - ename       X - clud

   NAME     MSG      LIB VV.MM CREATED    CHANGED      CUR   INIT      

 _ AMODE                  1  0107           1991/09/          1998/03/02     10: 13    13      

 _ ASMCL                   1  0114           1988/03/          1998/03/02 10: 9     8     9      

 _ ASMCLN                1  0109           1992/09/          1998/03/30 14: 27    8     22   

 _ ASMH                     1  0104           1998/01/          1998/03/02 10: 12    28           

 _ ASMINV                 1  0127           1990/10/          1998/03/02 10: 8     7     6       

 _ ASMONLY             1  0111           1992/03/          1998/03/02 10: 9     8     7       

 _ ASMOWN               1  0107           1991/08/         1998/03/02 10: 22    22           

 _ ASMPGMS             1  0122           1992/02/          1998/03/17 11: 6     8     3       

 _ ASMRACEX          1  0113           1993/01/          1998/03/02 10: 15    16           

 _ ASMRACFT          1  0113           1990/03/           1998/03/02 10: 17    17    3    

 _ ASMRACFX          1  0115           1990/03/           1998/03/05 15: 16    15    16  

 _ ASMRFXIT           1  0110           1988/08/            1998/03/05 15: 21    27    1   

 _ ASMTDATE          1  0114           1992/04/           1998/03/02 10: 10    7     7     

Figure 4.

command will reduce the current MSL to only those members that contain the “find” criteria anywhere in the member. For instance if the command F idcams were issued, the MSL would be reduced to only those members containing “idcams” anywhere in the member. This can be a very handy device. You can further reduce the MSL if you wish by issuing another “find” command. To return to the previous MSL type  “back” on the command line. 

There are two commands not listed on the screen that can be used to work with a complete MSL or a reduced MSL. They are “copy all” and “edit all”.  Copy all will copy all current members on the MSL to another dataset. Edit all will provide a screen for providing TSO edit commands which can be applied against all current members in the MSL.

Here are some general comments on the commands at the top of the screen(Figure 4.). X – clude means simply remove the member from the current MSL (not delete). C – opy means just that and you can mark as many members as you want to take place in the copy operation. M – ove means the same a C – opy except the member is deleted from the original dataset after it is copied. V – iew means allow editing but will always ask if the changed data is to be saved.

A CUT & PASTE feature exists in MAX in the Edit mode.  You CUT by marking the lines you want to CUT with CC in the line command field and then typing CUT on the command line. To clear the clipboard first before CUTing  specify R after the CUT command. E.g. CUT R . If R is not specified, whatever is CUT will be appended to whatever is on the CLIPBOARD. The contents of the clipboard are saved between sessions. To PASTE, mark the line you want the clipboard contents placed after with an “a” and type PASTE on the command line. To keep the contents of the clipboard on the clipboard after a PASTE, issue the PASTE command followed by the letter K. e.g. PASTE K. If K is not specified, the clipboard is emptied by the CUT command. 


Another useful feature of MAX/PDF is called “Point n Shoot”. By placing the cursor in a dataset name occurring anywhere on the screen and pressing a PF key, the users session is automatically transferred to a screen that has that dataset name inscribed.  The user can then edit, browse or obtain information about the characteristics of that dataset.  When finished, the session is returned to where the “Point n Shoot” was initiated. This feature allows a programmer to answer questions about datasets without interrupting their session and chain of thought.   

In order to use “Point n Shoot” the user must set a PF key to the value DSN. This can be accomplished in option 0.3 of ISPF(PARMS, PF keys).

A suggested key would be PF Key 4 which is usually set to RETURN and is usually hit by mistake anyway.

This concludes the introduction to MAX/PDF. The NIH CIT hopes you will find working with MAX a rewarding experience.        

