MAX OPTION “U”

DATA/UTIL


Figure 1 below shows the prime menu for option U, DATA/UTIL. Keep in mind that only VSAM and SAM datasets are handled by this utility.  

MAX DATA/UTIL ------------- SPECIFY A DATASET NAME ------------- MAX DATA/UTIL

 COMMAND ===>                                                                  

 Select one of the following. Then press Enter.                                

 __ 0. Profile parameters  
4. Update/Search/Count  data set                      

      1. Browse data set (default)     
5. Copy/extract data set                

      2. Edit data set               
6. build Mapping criteria               

      3. Data set utilities          
7. build Reformat criteria     

                                                          8. compAre files/reports         

 Sequential data set, or VSAM cluster:                                         

    DATA SET NAME ===> 'PCC.EJS.TDATA'                                         

    VOLUME SERIAL ===>             (If not cataloged)                          

 INITIAL DISPLAY  ===> UNFORMATTED (Dump, Formatted, Unformatted, Horizontal)  

 RECORD SELECTION ===> NO          (NO, YES)                                   

 Specify copybook, or mapping criteria library and member (formatted edit)     

    DATA SET NAME ===> 'PCC.MAX.MXRXV150.JCL(CBHDR)'                           

    COPYBOOK TYPE ===> COBOL       (Cobol, PL1)                                

Figure 1

 Option 0

The only thing to be considered in option 0 is the Search Limit parameter, which is initially set to 10,000.  At this setting MAX will query the user to see if they want to continue after every 10,000 records are searched. Generally, it is a good idea to change this setting to 0, which disables the warning.

Option 1 & 2

Browse & Edit. Supply the dataset name using standard TSO conventions. You can specify Record Selection = yes on this screen or at anytime while editing or browsing a dataset by typing “sel on” on the command line. To revert back to looking at the whole dataset type “sel off” on the command line.

Specifying Record Selection by either method results in a selection criteria screen being presented.

Use UNFORMATTED in the INITIAL DISPLAY field of the Browse and Edit Dataset Name Selection panel. This form is the same as you would see in ISPF.  Formatted and Horizontal displays invoked using DF and DH on the command line while viewing the data are meaningful only when a CopyBook is specified on the DSN selection panel. Copybooks are beyond the scope of this paper. Typing DD on the command line will show the data in Hex and EBCDIC form one record at a time. Move to subsequent records using PF keys 7 & 8.

One unusual thing about MAX is that you can switch from Edit to Browse while looking at the data by simply typing ed or br on the command line.

Option 3.

Utilities. For the most part this option makes available ISPF utility options such as RENAME, COMPRESS and the like as a matter of convenience.

It is through the sub-option “V” that the Online IDCAMS utility for VSAM datasets is made available.  The V option provides online access to the DEFINE, DELETE, BLDINDEX, RENAME, VERIFY and REPRO functions of IDCAMS. MAX allows you to use an existing VSAM dataset as a model for defining a new one.

 MAX UPDATE DSN='PCC.EJS.TDATA'                                      

 COMMAND ===>                                                        

 Verify data set below.                                              

 Sequential data set or VSAM cluster:                                

   DATA SET NAME ===> 'PCC.EJS.TDATA'                                

   VOLUME SERIAL ===>              (If not cataloged)                

Update criteria:                                                    

   VERIFY CHANGES             ===> YES     (YES-view changes only)  

                                                                           (NO -update the file)     

     IF YES, SPECIFY COUNT    ===> 200     (DEFAULT 200)             

   Press ENTER to perform editall request.                           

   Enter END command to cancel editall request.                      

                                         Figure 2.

Option 4.

Update Dataset. This option allows you to do bulk updates of selective records in a VSAM or SAM dataset. It permits you to view the updated records before committing to the change. 

VERIFY CHANGES – “YES” will show changes in a browse display (no actual updating will be performed UNTIL “NO” is specified in this field). 

SPECIFY COUNT – enter the number of records to be verified. This is the number of selected records to be viewed in browse mode to assist in verifying that the changes are correct prior to performing the actual update. 

Special note: Since it is possible to supply just selection criteria with change information, this option can be used to simply view selected records. Viewing selected records especially from large datasets can be accomplished much more efficiently using this option than using Browse or Edit. The reason is that there is much less overhead associated with the VERIFY maneuver. 

NOTE: Be sure to set the SPECIFY COUNT field to a number large enough to include ALL of the selected records if you use this option just to view selected records as described directly above.     

Option 5.

Copy/Extract. This option enables you to selectively copy records from one dataset to another and change and/or reformat the output records if necessary. 


Option 6.

Build Mapping Criteria. This option deals with datasets containing multiple record layouts and assigning different CopyBooks to each type record. It is not covered here.

Option 7.

Build Reformat Criteria. This option deals with building and assigning CopyBooks to the input and output side of a reformatting operation. It is not covered here.

